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FROM THE PASTOR
Every year it is something—
someone finds a reason to create a stir about a
supposed ‘war on Christmas.’ This year’s version is the
Starbucks red cup brouhaha…
To which I say, “Really? Do we want to spend energy
there?”
Now, whatever one’s view of this year’s coffee
commotion, it does serve as a good illustration of how
we like to debate the lesser things.
We seem to relish getting our backs up about some
supposed insult to the faith we embrace, or the rights we have, or some other potential
affront. Maybe we enjoy feeling offended.
And I think that, even if the argument-du-jour is not of real significance, it would be ok
for us to get all worked up, if doing so honed our abilities to struggle with larger things.
Like training wheels, it would almost be worth it if these lesser debates managed to
equip us with healthy skills and insights for discussions on things that truly matter.
But it doesn’t seem to work that way. Instead, these scuffles simply serve as a
distraction, a guise to pretend we care about spiritual matters.
How about we try a different approach this Christmas?
Instead of joining the verbal sparring over which things most (or least) honor the story
of Emmanuel, how about we:
--join Zechariah, by spending time in silence, pondering God’s work in our life
--join the angels singing to the shepherds, by bringing a snack to someone working a
night shift
--join Simeon, by looking for, and actively anticipating, a miracle
--join the magi in welcoming Mary and Joseph, by bringing a gift to a refugee family
And in doing any of these things, I think we will find that God is with us.
Shawn Callender Hogan
Pastor
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你讲中文吗 ?

Parlez-vous francais?
Ar jūs kalbate lietuviškai?

Μιλάτε ελληνικά?

Lei parla italiano?
Tu Latine non loquuntur?

Do you speak another language? Would you be willing to read a scripture passage
in that language at our Prayer Service? The first Wednesday of every month is
our Taize Prayer Service at 7 pm in the Chapel.
Please contact Pastor Hogan if you would share your gift with us.

Coloring is not just for kids!
People of all ages are invited to join us in an

“Advent Coloring Afternoon!”
Sunday, December 6, 2015
2 pm – 4 pm in the Social Hall
Come and enjoy this quiet,
restful activity-Enjoy the colors,
the pace,
the pictures,
the community!
We will have pencils,
crayons, and
pictures to color,
or you can bring
your own.
Cider will be served,
bring a dessert to share!
And bring a friend!
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PRAYER SERVICE
Do you need a few minutes just to breathe?
Could you use a small corner of space to be
quiet and still?
Do you hunger for the chance to be in prayer
with no expectations on you?
Are your days full, rushed… do you have a lot
on your mind?
If so, come at 7pm on the first Wednesday night of each month (Dec 2, Jan 6, Feb 3….)
to the Chapel for a special time of quiet meditation.
On these evenings we will have a prayer service in the Taize tradition—which involves
silence, prayer, and songs that are simple, rhythmic and soothing. Come and let the
Spirit enfold you with peace.

Looking for a simple, convenient way to
support the church?
Consider online giving!
Did you know that most banks offer online bill-pay as
a free convenience to its customers? For Parishioners
who use online banking and online bill-pay, you may
want to consider establishing a recurring payment to the Church as a means of
depositing your financial offering. Some advantages of online bill-pay include:
· Ease of setting up a recurring payment once for the entire year.
· Convenience of not having to write checks and not having to remember to bring
money/envelopes to worship service.
· Comfort in knowing that your tithing continues even if you are away on
vacation.
All checks received from your bank by the church would be processed in the same
manner as checks placed in the offering plate and would be credited to your
offering statement in a timely fashion. If you like the idea of submitting your
offering using online bill-pay but have additional questions, please contact Wendi
Barry, our Finance Chair, for assistance.
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COMFORT, COMFORT MY PEOPLE
An Advent Invitation

Sunday, December 6, 2015,
7:00 p.m.
in the Chapel
(DeForest side of the church)

As we make our way to the
celebration of Christ's birth, the
world fills our days with shopping
and tinsel and cheerful songs
floating over the radio.
Amid the hurry and the excitement of these weeks, do you need a
place to spend a bit of time in quiet reflection? Do you find that, because
of circumstances in your life, it is difficult to feel as “merry” as the
season seems to invite?
The Christian message of light in the darkness is more than an
opportunity to decorate our homes and our lives. It is a message of hope,
comfort and strength for those who are in need.
You are invited to come to a special Advent Service of Worship on
December 6, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel.
Gather for prayers, scripture, music, and Holy Communion.
Come and let God's Word give Light!

CAN YOU PROVIDE A RIDE?
We are collecting a pool of names of church members who would be willing to
provide rides for those individuals who are unable to drive.
Help these members come to worship, prayer service and other church events!
Please see Debbi P. for more information.
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As you make your Advent plans, be sure to include the wonderful
worship events we have here at the Church this season:
Sunday, November 29, 2015: The First Sunday of Advent
In Sunday worship (10:30am) we will decorate the sanctuary,
celebrating the “Hanging of the Greenery.” Come and participate in adorning our
church home with the beauty of the season! Throughout the weeks of Advent
we will see how God’s story is told through the songs of God’s people.
This Sunday we will lift up Zechariah’s song as he regained his voice!
After worship, head to the Social Hall for a potluck lunch and talent show!
Sunday, December 6, 2015: The Second Sunday of Advent
In Sunday worship (10:30am) we will remember Mary’s song of praise and wonder
upon learning that she would bear the Holy Child.
We will also gather at the Table for the Lord’s Supper.
Then at 6:00pm in the Chapel, a special service will be held. Knowing that the holidays
can be a complicated or difficult season for many, come for “A Service of Comfort,”
acknowledging that the message of Christmas is one of hope, comfort and strength for
those who are in need. Gather for prayers, scripture, music, and Holy Communion.
Sunday, December 13, 2015: The Third Sunday of Advent
In Sunday worship (10:30am) we will celebrate Simeon’s song of wonder
as Mary and Joseph bring infant Jesus to the Temple.
At 3:00pm, all are invited to the Christmas Concert. Join us to celebrate the music of
the season as our many choirs and gifted musicians fill the air with joy!
(see more details in this newsletter).
Sunday, December 20, 2015: The Fourth Sunday of Advent
In Sunday worship (10:30am) we will recall the song of the angels,
sharing the good news with the shepherds in the field!.

Thursday, December 24, 2015:
Christmas Eve
at 5:00 pm join us for a service that includes
the children’s Christmas Pageant,
ending in candlelight, and
at 9 pm join us for a traditional worship service,
including the Lord’s Supper,
also ending in candlelight.
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Christian Education
It’s Advent! Advent has become one of my favorite times of the year largely because of a family
practice of sharing daily Advent
reflection we started two years ago
just after my father’s death. Every
year since we create a simple way of
counting the days till Christmas by
reading a brief scripture, praying
together, and sharing a treat (usually a
piece of our leftover Halloween
candy).
In a season filled with lots to do and many ways to fill our time, I find this simple practice of
creating sacred space together is always more precious to me than anything else about how we
celebrate.
If you’re interested in something like this, there is a simple calendar in this newsletter with daily
suggestions that take less than five minutes of time. You might also simply light a candle and
share the Advent Prayer included. Here’s another great resource with free daily reflections:
http://www.thrivingfamily.com/advent.aspx
What are the Advent and Christmas traditions that feed your spirit and restore your soul?
However you choose to celebrate, may this Advent be one filled with peace, restoration, and
renewal for your soul.
Blessings,
Sherri Shumate; Director of Christian Education
sherri.shumate@gmail.com

Sunday School
9:30am-10:15am
Age
Children PreK-3rd
Tweens 4th- 7th
Teens 8th- 12th

Teacher
Shanotte Smith
Alison Johnson
Sherri Shumate

Helper
Myrene Reyes
Dan Smith
Volunteers Welcome

“And they will call him Emmanuel…which means God is with us. - Matthew 1:23
PreK-3rd & Teens will explore birth of Jesus using “Grow, Proclaim, & Serve”. (Isaiah 9:2-6,
Luke 1:26-38, 46-47; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-20; & Simeon & Anna Luke 2:25-38)
Tweens will explore Christmas using “Grow, Proclaim, & Serve”.
(Isaiah 40:1-11, Luke 1:1-25, 57-80; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1-38,46-55; Matthew 2:1-12)
NO Sunday school December 27!
Sunday, December 6: Teen Sunday School trip to Manhattan Bagel at 9:30AM.
For more information: sherri.shumate@gmail.com
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An Advent Prayer
Jesus, we reflect with thankful hearts
On the wonder of your birth
The love you showed when you left
Your glory to come to earth
For your life was like a beacon, Jesus
Shining brightly in the night
Filling the world with the radiance of
God’s glorious light
And we, too, long to have inside
Your light for others to see
The beautiful reflection of your grace
And the wonder of your majesty

For as your love lives in our hearts
We can shine wherever we are
And arise to take hold of each new day
With your light a blaze in our hearts

So rekindle the flame within us, Jesus
So it will not flicker nor dim
Ignite us with the light of your love,
So you will shine brightly within
© By M.S.Lowndes
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Worship Together

Wow It’s Wednesday:

We believe the body of
Christ includes all of us,
bringing our gifts and growing in faith
together. Sunday morning all children
are invited to remain in worship with
their families. Worship buckets with
coloring and activities connected to
the messages are available for
children in the front and rear of the
sanctuary. Bathrooms and a changing
table are located in the back of the
sanctuary.

4:30-6:00PM, Wednesdays
Wow It’s Wednesday is an
intergenerational Christian Education
& music experience. All are welcome
to join us for food, fun, and
fellowship. WOW follows the
Summit Public School Calendar. We
do not meet on days the Summit
public schools do not meet, have early
dismissals, or have weather closings:
No WOW December 23rd!
December 9 & 16 will be used for
Pageant Preparation
in the Sanctuary.

Staff childcare is available in the
nursery on Sundays from 9:00am10:15am and in the Hospitality Room
in the rear of the Sanctuary from
10:20am-11:30am! There is a live
video showing the worship service,
but more room for kids to move and
wiggle than in our pews. Parents are
welcome to sign in and drop off their
child or to stay with their child. Our
staff nursery caregivers are paid,
experienced, childcare professionals:
Heather, Luz, and Christa. Please
contact me if you have questions.
sherri.shumate@gmail.com

Our WOW program will be a handson, interactive way to engage the
themes and stories we are learning in
Worship and Sunday school. We will
be making healthy snacks related to
our theme together each week. Please
alert me if your children have food
allergies. There is no staff supervision
available until 4pm or after 6pm.
Please plan accordingly.
Contact me for more information.
sherri.shumate@gmail.com
4:30-4:55pm
5:00-5:15pm
5:15-6:00pm
5:20-6:00pm
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WOW Schedule
Story, Snacks, & Sharing
Devotions Together
Adult Conversations
Singing Praises Together

Parents’ Night Out:

We also try to plan our youth ministries
around our young people’s passions,
interests, and needs.
sherri.shumate@gmail.com

Saturday, December 5, 5-8PM

Saturday, Dec. 5, Parent’s Night Out: 58pm (Youth helpers needed)
Sunday, Dec. 6, Manhattan Bagel Trip:
9:30am, (pending 2nd adult helper)
Thursday, Dec. 24, Christmas Pageant:
5pm, (participants arrive at 4:30pm)

Drop off your children for an evening of
fun designed and lead by our youth. We
offer a mix of fun and worship and make
sustainable lunches for Bridges.

Christmas Pageant

We will provide a light dinner & snack
or you may pack your own.
Friends and guests are welcome, just
please RSVP so we have enough
supplies, food, and helpers.

Thursday, December, 24th, 5pm
This year’s Christmas Pageant will be
intergenerational! Please let me know if
you are interested in participating. We
have reading parts and also acting only
parts available. We will rehearse
Wednesdays Dec. 9 & 16 from 4:30-6pm
in the sanctuary. Participants please
arrive at 4:30pm on December 24th.

Suggested donation $10/child. This
money goes to purchase supplies for our
Bridges lunches that we donate to
homeless families.
Please sign-up via email BY Friday,
Nov. 30: sherri.shumate@gmail.com
Suggested donation $10/child. Meet in
the Social Hall.

This year’s pageant, “God’s Song,” is a
unique telling of the story of Christmas
through God’s on-going work in the
world from creation. God sings a song of
love for us and all people, inviting
Biblical characters and us to join in
God’s song of love, hope, and peace.
God is still singing and invites us to join
the song.

Youth Opportunities
Throughout the year we make an effort
to attend our children and youth’s
concerts, plays, and special events. If
your child has an upcoming event you’d
like us to be part of, please let me know!
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DECEMBER 2015
Sunday

6
Worship

13
Worship

20
Worship

Monday

Tuesday

1
Read Isaiah
7:14
“Bhis name
will be
called
Immanuel”
7
8
Read
Pray as a
Matthew
family about 1:18-21 “Do
things for
not be
which you
afraid to
give thanks. take Mary
as your
wife...”
14
15 Read
Pray as a
Luke 1:26family about 33
things on
“Greetings
your heart
B.God is
today.
with you.”

21
Read
Luke 1:4655
Pray as a
family.

22 Read
Luke 2:1-7
Pray as a
family.

Wednesday

Thursday

2
Give a gift
for
someone in
need.

3
How can
you share
God’s love
with
someone
today?
10
What fears
do you
share with
God?

4 Read
Isaiah 9:6
“Wonderful
Counselor,
Mighty God,
Prince of
Peace”
11 Read
Matthew
1:22-25
“Emmanuel.
. means
God is with
usB”

5
Share a
favorite
Christmas
memory.

17
When do
you feel
God with
you?

18 Read
Luke 1:3438 “Nothing
is
impossible
with GodB”

19
Share a
favorite
Christmas
ornament.

24
Christmas
Eve
Pageant
5PM
Arrive at
4:30PM

25

26

9
Make a gift
for a family
member.
Pageant
Prep
4:30—
6:00PM
16
Make a gift
for a friend.
Pageant
Prep
4:30—
6:00PM
23
Share your
favorite part
of this
Advent.
Pray as a
family.

27
Worship

28

29

30

31
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Friday

Merry
Christmas!
Read
Luke
2:8-20

Saturday

12
Share a
favorite
Christmas
tradition.

MUSIC NOTES
Joanne Teubner Prussak, Music Director

Our Christmas Concert will be on Sunday, December 13 at 3:00 pm. All of
our choirs; Wesley, Singing Believers, Contemporary Ensemble, Bell Choir and
soloist will be sharing their gifts of music. Please enjoy the music of the season
and support our music makers.
Our Wesley and Singing Believer Choirs will be singing at the Christmas
Concert Sunday, December 13. There will be a dress rehearsal on December 12
at 12:45 pm. This is such an exciting time!
Our regular rehearsals are on Wednesday at 5:15 pm for the Wesley Choir,
which is part of the Wow, It’s Wednesday program.
Both choirs will also be singing on Sunday, December 20 at 10:30 am
worship and on Christmas Eve, 5:00 pm Candlelight Worship. The Singing
Believers rehearse on Saturday, December 19 at 1:00 pm.
Our Bell Choir will be ringing at our concert and on Christmas Eve for the
5:00 pm Candlelight Worship. Dress rehearsal on Saturday, December 12 at
1:15 pm.
The Contemporary Ensemble is preparing music for the Christmas Concert
and the December 21 worship as well as Christmas Eve 5:00 pm worship. Dress
rehearsal on Saturday, December 12 at 1:30 pm.
The Chancel Choir is singing throughout Advent and Christmas. They will
be singing at our concert and every Sunday in Advent, as well as the 9:00 pm
Candlelight Worship. Dress rehearsal at 1:45 pm on Saturday, December 12.
Our Chancel Choir and vocal and instrumental soloists
will share the sounds of Christmas for this blessed season.

Rehearsals for Saturday, December 12 for Concert Preparation:
12:45 pm – Wesley Choir
1:00 pm – Singing Believers
1:15 pm – Bell Choir
1:30 pm – Contemporary Ensemble
1:45 pm – Chancel Choir
2:30 pm – Instrumental Soloists
13

The United Methodist Church of Summit
Presents

A CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Sunday, December 13th at 3:00pm
17 Kent Place Boulevard
Summit, New Jersey
reception to follow
Featuring the choirs of the church as well as professional soloists
under the direction of Joanne Teubner Prussak, Director of Music
The Youth Choirs, Hand Bell and Chancel Choirs,
Contemporary Ensemble, and soloists:
William Dembaugh
Ximenita Gonzalez
Bernice Griffith
Latonia Hall
Jacqueline Wasniewski
and instrumentalists:
Jocelyn Gallinek, Flute
Jordyn Gallinek, Bassoon
Jesse Reyes, Guitar
William Teubner, Trumpet
The concert will be taped for Home Towne TV,
Family TV 36 as part of our “Outreach to Our Community”
For more information
please contact the church office at 908-277-1700.
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BRING FOOD TO THE TABLE!
As you may be aware, every Communion Sunday (the first Sunday of the
month) we invite you to express your care for others by bringing nonperishable
food items and leaving them beside the altar. All donations are then brought to
C.A.U.S.E. (“Christian Approach to Urban-Suburban-Encounter”) in Jersey
City, which ministers to thousands of persons in need each year with food,
clothing, counseling, and a low-cost thrift shop.
FACEBOOK
Do you follow our Church's Facebook page? There you can find reminders of
church activities, links to national and global articles of interest, thought provoking articles, and educational materials. Join us in our Facebook
conversation today!

WESLEY CENTER
Wesley Center is inviting church families to enroll their preschoolers for the
2016-2017 school year. Church members do not pay the enrollment fee and they
receive a 10% discount off the tuition. We would love to have more church
families enroll. Merry Christmas and enjoy the holiday season!

CHURCH DIRECTORY
As 2015 comes to a close, we intend to provide an updated church directory. If
you have changes to make to our current directory, please contact the church
office.

PRAYER LIST
Each Sunday we provide in the bulletin a prayer list as those we love experience
joys and concerns. All are encouraged to include the names in your personal
prayer time. At the end of the year, we will once again “clear out” the prayer list,
beginning a new one with the new year. If someone you care about was included
on the prayer list and you would like his or her name to be continued as a new
list is begun in January, please contact the church office. (Call 908-277-1700 or email
umcofsummit@gmail.com, or complete a new prayer request card during Sunday service.)
Thank you.
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The Outreach Committee is sponsoring “Our Christmas for Others,” an opportunity to
learn about and support several outreach ministries during this sacred season. Once
again we will be coordinating these needs with the Greater New Jersey Conference
Mission Fund, “A Future with Hope.”
This Missions Fund focuses on three needs in the local, regional and global communities: two local
needs of the Summit community (SHIP and CAUSE), regional needs left in the wake of Superstorm
Sandy, and global needs related to malaria prevention and elimination. Displays of these mission projects
will be set up in the Social Hall during Coffee Hour on December 6 and 13. With a minimum donation
of $1.00, you can support any ministry you feel called to by donating to one or all of the ministries.
As you give you will receive a note to send to a friend or relative indicating that you have made a
contribution in their honor to Our Christmas for Others and the “Future With Hope” Mission Fund.
Come and experience the joy of making a difference in the lives of others in this season of giving!

CAROLING ON THE POINT
Sunday, December 20th
(after worship)
Come sing Christmas carols
and have refreshments on the point.
Everyone is welcome!

BIRTHDAYS and Anniversaries in December:
6
9
10
14
19

21
22
24

Madeline Johnson
John Hugin
Dan Somers
Joseph Smith
Beverly Wolff
Rachel Hoffman

26
29
30
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Ashton Flammé
Melissa Hoffman
Susan Lopez
Elaine & Carl Stolpe
Alec LaJeunesse
Alison Johnson
Hilary Hugin

CHANCEL FLOWERS
at Christmas 2015
Contributions for Christmas Flowers will be taken until Friday, December
11th. The money collected is used to decorate the sanctuary, with any remaining
money going to provide flowers for future Sunday services. The flowers from
Christmas will be distributed to our shut-ins, hospitalized members and others,
as determined by the Pastor.
If you would like your contribution noted in the bulletin on Christmas Eve,
please complete the form below. This form may be placed in the offering plate or
returned to the Church Office. Please make your checks payable to UMC Flower
Fund.
Your Name:____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
In Loving Memory of:

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
In Honor of:

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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December
“To Do” List:
MEETINGS:
Ad Council – 12/8

MINISTRY:
CAUSE - donations every first Sunday
Prayer Warriors – Wednesdays
Knitting Ministry – Thursdays and Fridays
Taize Prayer Service – 12/2
Service of Comfort – 12/6
Our Christmas for Others- 12/6 & 12/13
Christmas Eve Services – 12/24
at 5:00 pm (pageant) & 9:00 pm (Communion)

AND MORE:
Parents’ Night Out – 12/5
Advent Coloring Day – 12/6
Order Poinsettias by 12/11
Christmas Concert – 12/13
Caroling on the Point – 12/20
Provide transportation for a church member
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DECEMBER 2015
Summit United Methodist Church ▪ 17 Kent Place Boulevard ▪ 908-277-1700
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

SUNDAY

1

7
Our Christmas
for Others 11:30am (Social Hall)

Service of Comfort –
7pm (Chapel)
13

Wow It’s Wednesday

14

8

15

9
Prayer Warriors -1pm
(Fellowship Room)

16

Wow It’s Wednesday
(Pageant Rehearsal)

21

22

23
Prayer Warriors – 1pm

9:30 am – Chancel
11:45 am – Bell
12:15 pm –
Contemporary Ensemble

No Wow It’s
Wednesday

27

(Fellowship Room)

28

29

30

Knitting Ministry
7:00pm
(Fellowship Room)

10
Knitting Ministry
1:00pm
(Fellowship Room)

11
Knitting Ministry
7:00pm
(Fellowship Room)

12

17

18

19

No Wow It’s
Wednesday

Knitting Ministry
7:00pm
(Fellowship Room)

Knitting Ministry
1:00pm
(Fellowship Room)

Christmas Eve
Services:
5pm (Pageant)
9pm (Communion)

31

No Prayer Warriors

12:30 pm – Chancel
1:00 pm – Singing
Believers

Knitting Ministry
1:00pm
(Fellowship Room)

24

Caroling on the Pointafter worship

SATURDAY
5

Wow It’s Wednesday
(Pageant Rehearsal)

Prayer Warriors -1m
(Fellowship Room)

Our Christmas
for Others 11:30am (Social Hall)

Christmas Concert 3:00pm (Sanctuary)
20

4

Taize Prayer Service
7pm (Chapel)

Ad Council Meeting
7:30 pm (Fellowship
Room)

Advent Coloring Day
2-4pm (Social Hall)

3

Prayer Warriors -1pm
(Fellowship Room)

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
9:30am – Sunday School (all grades)
10:30am – Worship
11:30am – Refreshments and Fellowship
6

2

25

Parents’ Night Out
5-8pm

12:00 pm – Dress
Rehearsal for
Christmas Concert

12:30 pm – Chancel
1:00 pm – Singing
Believers

26
Christmas Day
Office is Closed

SUNDAY CHOIR REHEARSALS:
9:30 am – Chancel
11:45 am – Bell
12:15 pm – Contemporary Ensemble

