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Northeastern Jurisdiction College of Bishops

The NEJ College of Bishops is made up of all residential and retired bishops who
currently serve, or have served, one of tre Episcopal areas of the Northeastern Jurisdiction.

February 2017

"Give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, ...”

These words, written by poet Emina Lazarus and posted on pedestal of the
Statue of Liberty have, for decades, welcomed the foreigner to the shores of our
land. They are words that have deseribed the position of our country, a place
that has welcomed the immigrant into a land of hope where a pathway to a
better life could be found.

The words “give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses,” sound very
similar to a message that the church has proclaimed for generations:

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I'will give you rest.”
(Matthew 11:28)

The posture of our country in welcoming the foreigner has been compatible with
the position of the church. But today there is a disconnect between the position
of the country and the mission of the church. Our President’s recent Executive
Order suspending the couniry’s refugee assistance program and banning visas
from seven countries seems a far cry from the words “give me your tired and

your poor.”

The bishops of the Northeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church
recently met in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, a region naturally equated with
farmland, Pennsylvania Dutch, and the Amish. But these perceptions do not
accurately describe this area. Lancaster is America’s refugee capital. [t has 20
times more refugees per capita than the rest of the United States, having
welcomed over 1,300 refugees since 2003. Within the city there are several
United Methodist Churches that have historically modeled what it means to
settle families and advocate for the immigrants in their midst.

Just outside the walls of our hotel, a place where we are safe and comfortable,
there are immigrants who have become disenfranchised and afraid. Even those
who legally have been given a right to become a part of our country are now
wondering if they are truly safe and welcome. Others have fears about travel

2016 Residential;

Bosten
Sudarshana Devadhar

Harrisburg
Jevemtah ). Park

New Jersey
John I, Schol

New York
Thomas [, Bickerton

Philadelphia
Pegpy A Johnson

Pittsburgh
Cymthia Moore Koikol

Upper New York
Mark Webb

Washington
Latrelle Easterling

West Virginia
Sandra Steiner Ball

Retired:

Bashove, George W.
Fisher, Viebet L.
Grove, William Boyd
Hazsinger; Susan W
Trons, Nedi L.

Twves, 5, Clifton
Johnson, Allred
Lyphit, Ernest 5.
Matthews, Marcis
May, Fellon
Midileton, Jans Allen
Morrison, Susan M.
Skeete, F Hlerbert
Stith, Forrest C.
Weaver, Peler In
White, ©, Dale
Yeakel, jeseph H,

and future employment. Still others wonder when they will see friends and family who
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Feeding People ® Changing Lives
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