
 

 

 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF SUMMIT 

17 Kent Place Boulevard ▪ Summit, NJ 07901 

 
 

THE DIALOGUE 
January 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

THE STAFF                       
Shawn Callender Hogan, Senior Pastor            

JoAnne Teubner Prussak, Director of Music                      

Roy Christensen, Property Manager 
Polly del Campo, Office Administrator 

 

 
Telephone:   908-277-1700    E-mail: umcofsummit@gmail.com 
Facebook:  UnitedMethodistChurchofSummit/ 
Web Site: www.umcsummit.org 



 

 

 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 

 

One year comes to an end. Another begins. 

And as 2018 closes, I offer you my gratitude. 
 

I thank you: 

-- for your compassion in this recent season of my family’s sorrow.  Grief and mortality remain 

steady companions in my heart.  I know that many of you have also faced deep losses in the 

past year, and others continue to navigate the unexpected arrival of sorrow across time.  

Together we walk through the terrain of loss, holding onto one another and trusting in the 

promise of God’s presence.  I know that I experience that sacred presence in great part through 

your loving support;  I thank you. 
  

-- for your creativity amid the changing nature of our shared ministry.  Our educational ministry 

has taken new form, the energy given to the community garden will now be channeled to the 

memorial garden and our Bags to Benches efforts, and many ministries are welcoming new 

leadership and new opportunities for our gifts to be shared.  We have heard the witness of 

different voices in worship and been blessed by the growth of subtle ministries.  Your openness 

and resourcefulness are bearing fruit;  

I thank you. 
 

-- for your vision of possibilities, exhibited in part in the breadth of the ministries that will be 

strengthened from the use of the Wallis bequest.  Our Open Mic Nights, fellowship gatherings, 

worship settings, and online presence will be uplifted in various ways, even as we have also 

expressed our gratitude by supporting UMCOR and the Conference ‘Miracles Everywhere’ 

mission endeavors.  You are looking toward the future and playing an active part in what God is 

building;  I thank you. 
 

You are children of grace, hope, and love. And I thank you for the ways in which you are sharing 

grace, hope, and love as a new season unfolds. 
 

May we be guided by the wisdom found in the poem “A Message from the Trees” (Beth A. Richardson, 

adapted), which reads: 

I walk outside and look up at the tree in my front yard. Its branches, bare. 

Leaves, long shed, were raked and carried to the backyard months ago. 

But I see buds growing in the branches, promising life that will return in its season. 

What message for me, for us, in these months of change and challenge? 

Step outside and look toward the sky. 

Life and hope and promise are growing in hidden places, preparing to break forth in beauty and strength. 

 

Shawn Callender Hogan 

Pastor



 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT UNITED METHODIST DENOMINATIONAL NEWS 

As you are aware, The United Methodist Church is a denomination that was birthed 
out of the Church of England in the 18th century.  Anglican priest John Wesley 
sought to renew the church, and his efforts became a movement, eventually giving 
birth to a global denomination with twin foci: personal piety and social witness. 
Wesley and the early Methodists were particularly concerned about inviting people 
to experience God’s grace and to grow in their knowledge and love of God through 
disciplined Christian living. They placed primary emphasis on putting faith and love 
into action.  
 

Our heritage is grounded in and centers on the concept of grace: God’s unmerited 
love— and we seek to live out our response to that grace, blending personal piety 
and social witness. Love of God is always linked to love of neighbor and to a 
passionate commitment to seeking justice and renewal in the world.   
 

In terms of doctrine, we affirm the classical Christian doctrines, but we also welcome and celebrate great 
diversity of theology and practice.  We invite use of what we call the quadrilateral in our exploration of 
belief and practice: employing four tools in discernment: Scripture, Tradition, Reason, and Experience. 
While scripture remains at the top of that list, we believe that God speaks to us in each of these diverse 
means, and we are called to thoughtful reflection using all four tools for discernment. 
 

Obviously such reflection leads to diverse responses to life’s issues, and as a denomination we live in 
that tension and see it as a gift. While we do have official statements on many key issues, determined by 
action of the General Conference every four years, our denomination welcomes the full theological 
spectrum. 
 

Being a global church, how one uses scripture, tradition, reason and experience to discern God’s voice is 
particularly complex. If you were to google the UMC today you would find that we are on the cusp of a 
critical moment in our history, centering around our diverse views on and understanding of human 
sexuality. For the past 30 years we have been debating the church’s position on homosexuality, as the 
church is not of one mind on this matter.  In this season, the UMC is navigating the question: How do 
people of faith across a global church in widely varying contexts and with widely varying conclusions from 
discernment seek God’s voice together and live and move in unity? 
 

Next February there will be a specially-called General Conference, with elected representatives from 
across the globe, vested with the responsibility of determining the path forward as a denomination. In 
preparation for this gathering a team called “Commission on a Way Forward” was established to explore 
options that help to maintain and strengthen the unity of the church. Three potential models were 
developed for consideration, each offering a distinct path forward.  The Special General Conference 
scheduled for February 2019 is empowered to determine the future structure of the church. You can find 
descriptions of each of the three models here: 
https://www.gnjumc.org/about-methodism/the-way-forward/what-are-the-three-plans-and-why-are-the-
bishops-recommending-the-one-church-plan/ 
 

The Council of Bishops is recommending the One Church Plan. “The one-church model would allow 
different United Methodists in different places to make different decisions regarding ministry with or by 
LGBTQ persons rather than maintaining a single standard that operates everywhere throughout the 
worldwide church. This plan would remove restrictive language from the Book of Discipline and give 
conferences, churches and pastors the flexibility to ‘uniquely reach their missional context in relation to 
human sexuality without changing the connectional nature of The United Methodist Church. United 
Methodists in central conferences in Africa, Asia and Europe would retain the authority to adapt the Book 
of Discipline and could continue to include their traditional language and values. This plan would also 
protect the rights of United Methodists whose theological convictions will not allow them to perform same-
sex weddings or ordain LGBTQ people.’”  (https://www.umnews.org/en/news/ask-the-umc-can-you-
explain-way-forward-plans-cob-recommendation) 
 
As you can imagine, across the denomination there is fear of schism as well as hope of a new form of 
unity.  We are called to be in a season of prayer as the journey forward unfolds. 

    

    



 

 

    

    

THE PROPHET ELIJAH: 

He won a major victory! 

…that landed him in trouble with the powers-that-be… 

which sent him on the run… 

where he was fed by unexpected sources… 

which led him to hunker down in a cave… 

where he weathered a storm… 

and heard God whispering! 

 

Might Elijah’s story speak to us? Well: 

~when do you feel anxious or afraid? 

~what nourishes and calms you in such times? 

~when and where does life get chaotic, 

~and where do you find calm? 

 

Through scripture, conversation, prayer, journaling, and silence, 

we will walk through Elijah’s story and find our own! 

 

Sunday, January 13, 2019 

2:00 – 4:00 pm 

Sign-up is helpful; invite a friend! 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Lunch and Learn 
  

Bring your lunch if you wish, or just join for the study: 

two Tuesdays, January 22 and 29 (two sessions) 

from 12:00 pm to 12:45 pm 

in the Conference Room—take your lunch break with us! 

We will continue our work with materials from the book 

“We Make the Road by Walking,” by Brian McLaren, 

a resource which provides a brief thoughtful reflection for each week, 

accompanied by scripture passages and discussion questions. 

Interested? See Pastor Hogan for the materials! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
MUSIC NOTES 

Joanne Teubner Prussak, Music Director 
 

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement, give you a spirit of unity as you 
follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and voice you may glorify  

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”  
– Romans 15:5 

 

 
 

Singing Believers 
 Come and sing the joyful songs to God. Let us grow together in our faith 
through music. Rehearsals are at 1:00pm on Saturdays in the Music Room and 
will resume on Saturday, January 26th. 

 
Contemporary Ensemble 

 Our Contemporary Ensemble is studying music from the contemporary 
hymnals “The Faith We Sing” and “Worship and Song”. Rehearsals are Sundays at 
12:15pm in the Music Room and will resume on Sunday, January 27th. Come 
and share your musical gifts and enrich your faith.  
 

Bell Choir 
 Making a joyful sound is the mission of our Bell Choir. This is a good time to 
come and try ringing hand bells and hand chimes with your friends at church. 
Rehearsals are Sundays at 11:45am in the Sanctuary and will resume on 
Sunday, January 27th. 

 
 

Chancel Choir 
 Won’t you come and join us as we sing joyful songs to our Lord? It’s a joy to 
work together and lift your voices in praise. Our regular rehearsals are on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30am in the Music Room and will resume on Sunday, January 
27th. 
 
 

Come! There is power and importance  
in sharing your faith through music. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
Thank you to the following people for their dedication and devotion to our church.  

Heartfelt gratitude for sharing your wonderful gifts of music praising our Lord and Creator. 

 

With much love,  

Joanne Teubner Prussak, Director of Music 
 

 

SINGING BELIEVERS 

Benjamin Burns 

Theodore Burns 

Adam Daniel 

Vanessa Feltis 

Sarah Goetzl 

Elizabeth Koernig 

Caroline Relf 

Oliver Relf 

Joshua Reyes 

Felix Schneck 
 

HANDBELL CHOIR 

Gregg Buttermore 

Adam Daniel 

Lucas Daniel 

Sarah Daniel 

James Goldman 

Kim Goldman 

Isabel Gonzalez 

Ximenita Gonzalez 

Lois Honchurak 

Adrian Phillips 

Joshua Reyes 

Carol Tanner 

William Teubner 

  

VOCAL & INSTRUMENTAL 

SOLOISTS 

William Dembaugh, Tenor 

William Edwards, Baritone 

Jocelyn Gallinek, Flute 

Ximenita Gonzalez, Mezzo Soprano 

Latonia Hall, Soprano 

Perri Sussman, Soprano 

William Teubner, Trumpet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTEMPORARY ENSEMBLE 

Beverly Alexis 

Gregg Buttermore 

Ximenita Gonzalez 

Bernice Griffith 

Carol Tanner 

William Teubner 

 

 CHANCEL CHOIR 

Soprano 

Jean Dembaugh 

Margaret Edwards 

Bernice Griffith 

Latonia Hall 

Shela Waldron 

  

Alto 

Beverly Alexis 

Ximenita Gonzalez 

  

Tenor 

Gregg Buttermore 

William Dembaugh 

Kuda Mtisi 
  

Bass 

Thomas Benton 

William Edwards 

William Glancy 

Neil Johnson 

Adrian Phillips  

Dwayne Phillips 

William Teubner 
  

  

--Joanne Teubner Prussak, 

Music Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

OPEN MIC NIGHT  

Friday, January 25, 2019  

Doors open at 8:00pm (in the Social Hall) 

 

Bring your talent along to our monthly ‘Open Mic Nights’. In the intimate, safe and loving environment 

of the UMC Summit’s Social Hall, let your talents run free and allow the community of Summit to enjoy 

what you like to express! 

 

If you would like to perform, just drop us a line at umcopenmicnight@gmail.com or call the office at 

(908) 277-1700. 

 

LOAVES AND FISHES 

On the first Sunday of each month, we invite you to bring nonperishable food items to worship, that we 

might feed others!  

 

We deliver your donations to “Loaves and Fishes”. “Loaves and Fishes” is a vital ministry of care for 

those in great need and is located at St. Teresa’s Roman Catholic Church, Summit, NJ. 

 

If you wish to contribute, you can bring bags of non-perishable food to the sanctuary on the first Sunday 

of each month, or you can leave bags in the kitchen (on the steps to the pantry) at any time.  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

JANUARY 
“To Do” List: 

 
 

MEETINGS: 
  Worship Committee - 1/13 
   

  

 
MINISTRY: 

 
Taize Service – 1/2 
 
Came to Believe – 1/6 

 
Loaves and Fishes –  
donations accepted the first Sunday of each month 
 
Knitting Ministry – Thursdays and Fridays 

 
 
 

AND MORE: 
“Elijah” Event – 1/13 

 
Bible Study – 1/22 & 1/29 
 
Open Mic Night – 1/25 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Celebrate in May 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

CELEBRATE IN JANUARY 
 

DATE BIRTHDAYS 

1  

2 Dotti Zotti 

3 Oliver Relf 

4  

5  

6 Caroline Remillard 

7 Lucas Daniel 

8  

9 Beverly Alexis 

10  

11  

12  

13  

14 LuHenley Branson 
Kim Goldman 

Toni Hall 
Shanotte Smith 

15 Wendi Barry 

16  

17  

18 Laura Dunnder 

19  

20 Zoe Rhinehart 
Andrew Wernsing 

21  

22  

23  

24  

25 Christopher Hoffman 
Claire Schaefer 

26  

27  

28 Owen Fern 
Debbie Vartan 

29  

30 Denea Kaup 

31 Karen Aird 
Maryellen Wernsing 



 

 

 

 

JANUARY 2019 
Summit United Methodist Church ▪ 17 Kent Place Boulevard  ▪ 908-277-1700 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 

New Year’s Day – 
Office is Closed 

2 

Taize Prayer 
Service – 7:00pm 

(Chapel) 

3 
Knitting Ministry 

1:00pm 

(Fellowship Room) 

4 
Knitting Ministry 

7:00pm 

(Fellowship Room) 

5 
 

 

6 

Came to Believe – 
8:30am (Chapel) 

7 
 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 
Knitting Ministry 

1:00pm 

(Fellowship Room) 

11 
 

Knitting Ministry 
7:00pm 

(Fellowship Room) 

12 

 
 

13 
Worship Committee 

– 9:30am 

(Fellowship Room) 
 

“Elijah” Event –  
2-4pm  

14 

 

15 
 

16 

 

17 
Instrumental 
Rehearsal – 

12:30pm 

Knitting Ministry 
1:00pm 

(Fellowship Room) 

18 
 

Knitting Ministry 
7:00pm  

(Fellowship Room) 

19 
 

 

20 
 

21 
 

Martin Luther 

King Day –  
Office is Closed 

22 

 

Bible Study – 

12:00pm 

23 
 

24 
Instrumental 
Rehearsal – 

12:30pm 

Knitting Ministry 
1:00pm 

(Fellowship Room) 

25 
Knitting Ministry 

7:00pm  

(Fellowship Room) 
 

Open Mic Night –  
8pm (Social Hall) 

26 

 

Singing Believers 

– 1:00pm 

27 
 

Chancel - 9:30am  
Bell - 11:45pm  

Contemporary 
Ensemble -12:15pm  

28 
 
 

 

29 

 

Bible Study – 
12:00pm 

30 

 

 
 
 
 

31 
Instrumental 
Rehearsal – 

12:30pm 

Knitting Ministry 
1:00pm 

(Fellowship Room) 

 

 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
9:30am – Sunday School (all grades)                11:30am – Refreshments and Fellowship 

9:30am – Chancel Choir                                     11:45am – Bell Choir 
10:30am – Worship                                         12:15pm – Contemporary Ensemble  

                     

 


